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ALBERT I. DONN - 93 WOODLAND STREET. SUITE 207 - HARTFORD 3 - CONNECTICUT - TELEPHONE 249-9321 

June 11, 1962 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
UOO Washington 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Dear Mr. Newman; 

I am taking the liberty of writing you at the suggestion 
of Mr. John ^ord. 

I have in my possesion, a desirable Connecticut cent, 
which was listed in Wyllis Betts' monograph on counterfit 
Colonial halfpence. This item is as Betts #7, and as you 
know, is NOT listed in Miller-Hyder. Whether or not #7 
is genuine, remains to be seen, as is the case with many 
of the Connecticut coppers; however, my specimine is NOT 
a cony and is somewhat superior to the coin as illustrated. 

I have shown this coin to several of the area specialists 
most notably Mr. Cyril Hawley, and Mr. Richard Moore, whom 
I believe you know. Both are of the opinion that my coin is genuine 
and neither have seen a similar specimine. 

Altho this piece is of little interest to me, I would 
much prefer to trade this piece off for numismatic 
items of my specialty, rather than sell it outright for 
cash. 

My main interests presently are foriegn banknotes and 
II. S. obsolete notes of odd and unusual denominations. 

Should you feel that you mi~ht be interested in this 
coin, and be able to offer a trade in my field, T 
would be very harpy to send my coin togbfeher with my 
"want-list" for your inspection and offer. 

My Thear from you soon? 
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June 13, 


Mr# Albert I. Bonn 
Fidelity Mutual Life 
95 Woodland Street, Suite 207 
Hartford 5» Conn# 

Dear Hr .Bonn* 

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of 
June 11, 1962. 

I am familiar with the item you refer to and 
would appreciate it very much if I had the 
opportunity of acquiring it to add to my 
small group of Connecticut counterfeits# 
Please send it along with your want list 
with respect to odd and unusual denominations 
and I will try to find something among ray 
duplicates which would be of interest to you. 
I, too, collect odd and unusual denominations 
as well as the usual denominations of bank- 
notes# 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P.H?,WHAN 


EPM/atb 


THE FIDELITY MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 



ALBERT 1. DONN - 95 WOODLAND STREET, SUITE 207 - HARTFORD 5 - CONNECTICUT - CHAPEL 9-9321 


433 Center Street 
Manchester, Conn. 

June 14, 1962 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

c/o Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 

400 Washington Ave. 

^t. Louis 2, Mo. 

^ear Mr. Newman; 

Many thanks for your prompt reply to mine of the 11th. 

I am enclosing the Connecticut cent, Betts #7 as you requested. 

As you know, the authenticity of this piece is anybodys guess; 

Betts calls it genuine, Miller makes no mention of it, altho 
he did list several of the Machen Mills and Rahway items. For 
some reason or other, this item has pretty much faded into 
obscurity in the years since Betts 1 talk was published. Personally, 

I can think of no similar item which has changed hands in receint 
times . 

In all fairness, I feel that I should tell you that I do have 
a standing cash offer of $150 from a local collector. Now whether 
or not this coin is worth such a high price, remains to be seen; 
however the fact is that it was offered and from a reliable source. 
Now, to my way of thinking I would not pay this amount for it; and 
since I do not need the cash per se, I would much rather trade fi£>r 
other material more to my liking. To this end, I am enclosing 
my "want-lists” of odd denominational and foreign banknotes. 

To the best of my knowledge, the list of odd denomination notes 
id complete, listing each differant denomination of note known to 
me. Those which I have are marked off in red pencil. Please note, 

that I am only interested in one note of each of the denominations 

NOT marked off, and the bank or place of issue is of little 

importance they are only included as proof that these denominators 

do exist. 

As for the list of foreign notes, I am again only interested in 
1 note from each of the listed countries, and these may or may not 
be current or negotiable. I am NOT interested in rare notes and/or 
sets per se, altho some of these countries are rare in themselves; 
and this I understand. 

I cettainly hope that we can work out a trade that will be mutually 
benificial, and 1 that I will hear from you soon. Please use my 
home address for all future corespondance , ss my business keeps 
me away from my office for days on end. 

Since 
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Alaska 

Antigua 

British Virgin Islands 
British Oolumbia & Vanouver Is. 
British Windward Islands 
Canada, French 
Dominica 

Dominican Rep; French 
Grenada 

Louisiana, French 
Lower Canada 
Montserrat 
Newfoundland 
Nova Scotia 
Panama 

Prince Edward Islands 
Rio de la Plata 
St. Kitts 
St. Lucia 
St. Vincent 
Turks & Caicos 
Upper Canada 

Andorra 

Azerbaidjan; British notes 

Bear Island 

Crete 

Lombardy-Venezia, NOT Austrian 

Moldavia 

Naples & Sicily 

Rhodes 

Sardinia 

Sicily 

British Solomon Islands 

French Oceania 

German New Guinea 

Mariannas 

New South Wales 

Papua 

Queensland 

South Australia 

Tasmania 

Victoria 

Western Australia 

Annam 

Borneo 

French India 
Hed jaz 
Kashmir 

Keeling Islands 
Moluccas 
Sarawak 
Sumatra 

Tachen Islands 
Tannu Tuva 


Cameroons, German notes ONLY 
Central African Rep. 

Chad 

Congo Rep; Belg. 

Congo Rep; French 

Cyprus, independent issues 

Cape of 0 O od Hope 

^ahomey 

Fezzan 

French Guinea 
x rench Budan 
Gabon 

German East Africa, British note 
Haute Senegal Niger 
Italian East Africa. 

Italian Somaliland 
Ivory Coast 
Liberia 
Maderia 

Mozambique Company 
Malagasy Rep. 

Niew Criqualand 
Niger Rep. 

Orange Free State 
Rif 

Senegal 
Sierra Leone 
Somalia 

Spamish Morroco 
Tangiers 
Togo Rep. 

Voltaic Rep. 

Zanzibar 

I am only interested in 1 note 
from ech of the above listed 
’•countries" , and I am not 
especially interested in 
individual rare notes per se. 





June 26, 1962 


Hr. Albert I. Donn 
ii33Center Street 
Manchester, Conn. 

Dear Hr. Donn: 

lour letter of June lit, 1962 is appreciated. 

I am studying your counterfeit Connecticut 
along with two other specimens. 

The one question I wanted to ask you was 
whether Colonial notes were welcome in your 
denominational collection .If so, I believe 
five or six of your wants could be filled 
in in that manner. 

May I hear from you on this point. 

Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/a tb 
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ALBERT I. DONN - 93 WOODLAND STREET. SUITE 207 - HARTFORD 5 • CONNECTICUT - TELEPHONE 249-9321 

U33 Center Street 
Manchester, Conn. 

June 28, 1962 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

c/c Edison Bros. Stores, Inc. 

Uoo Washington A.ve. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

■Wear Mr. Newman; 

Many thanks for yours of the 26tn, and offer of Colonial notes. 

The only '"olonial notes that I am interested in at this time, 
are those of the John Law issue of the Louisiana Terr, and 1 
specimine of Vermont; and these may be any issue and/or denomination. 

The odd denomination notes listed, are needed in private script 
and/cr obsolete banknotes only, with the exception that I will 
accept Municipal issues other than the Colonial & Continental 
notes. If you will refer to my list, you will get a better idea 
of the type of material I am looking for. I believe, as an example, 
that I listed an Albany, N. Y. note for $1/6 and this is a post 
Colonial Municipal issue. In short, any note of the denominations 
listed, NOT issued by the Colonial or Continental Gov’ts. 

Also, to sidetrack a bit, I have a very interesting Colonial Connecticut 
document in my possesion that might interest you as well. This is a bond 
to the Colony of Connecticut by Nathanel Huntington of Norwich, u o n. 
dated 1755 for the release of one Ceasar Trick, a convicted counterfiter. 
This piece is written up in Dr. Scoots work on C 0 unterfitting in Conn, 
and can be located in the index. I have sent this item to Dr. Scott 
for his inspection, and he refered me to you., stating that you are 
looking for this type of material. Should you be interested, I would 

be happy to forward it to you for your inspection as soon as it 

is returned, which should be aft r the middle of July. 

In the meantime, I would be very happy to see what you might have 
to offer for the Connecticut counterfit. 


Sincerely yours, 



Albert I. Bonn 


V ' ’ 


CERTIFIED MAIL 
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August 6,1962 


Mr. Albert I. Donn 

9S> Woodland Street, Suite 207 

Hartford $, Conn, 

Dear Mr. Donn: 

I an very grateful to you for having had the oppor- 
tunity to examine your Betts No. 7. fhere is no 
question that this is a counterfeit &3 it ties in 
with other counterfeits of the period. The word 
"counterfeit" is misapplied, to some degree, as 
there were very restricted counterfeiting laws with 
respect to copper coinage in Hew York. 

I have carefully studied your list of odd denomin- 
ations and, although I have many of them in my own 
collection, I do not have any duplicates of the few 
rare oones which you require • 

As far as foreign paper money is concerned I an no 
help at all. 

I therefore am returning your coin herewith. 

I have carefully examined two other specimens in 
addition to yours and it a.ooears that yours has been 
subjected to very severe chemical action. Its ob- 
verse is clearer than on either of the other specimen 
Its reverse is rather inferior. When "The Coinage 
of Connecticut" is written up under the current pro- 
ject which has been undertaken by Ned Barnsley and 
myself we will certainly mention your coin end give 
as much information as we can about it. You may 
be interested in knowing that the Connecticut State 
Library, at Hartford, has been most cooperative in 
our research. 

I will keep your list of odd denominations on hand 
and will be delighted to let you know if I find 
one of the elusive ones. 

Thank you, very much, for your helpfulness and 
cooperati on . 


Sincerely yours. 
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ALBERT I. DONN - 95 WOODLAND STREET. SUITE 207 • HARTFORD 5 - CONNECTICUT • CHAPEL 9-932! 

^33 Center Street 
Manchester, Conn. 

August 18, 1962 

-- y' - • ' ... ->••• I 

v, \ S 

Deer Mr. Newman; 

Many thanks for returning my Betts #7, and 
no hard feelings that we couldn’t come to 
a trade deal. I can understand your position, 
as I am sure you can understand mine. 


Should you run into any of my type of material, 
I would appreciate you keeping me in mind. 
Perhaps the coin will still be here, as I have 
decided to hang on to it for a while. 


^incerely yours/, 



Albert I. Bonn 


October 16, 1962 


Hr. Albert I. Donn 
h33 Center Street 
Manchester, Conn. 

Dear Mr. Bonn: 

Thank you for the photocopy of the Middle 
Ferry notes. I have the sheet in my col- 
lection and it is written up in the October, 
1936 Nuraismatis t , Vol . 1*9, page 769* 

It is not the earliest example of private 
scrip in the United States as there are 
other earlier pieces. 

I am always glad to hear from you and in- 
terested in the curious things you turn up. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


